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03500.015977 PATENT APPLICATION 


IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


In re Application of: 
SHINICHI SATO, et al. 
Application No.: 09/994,724 
Filed: November 28, 2001 


) 

) 

) 

) 


Examiner: M. Nghiem 
Group Art Unit: 2861 


For: INK, INK-JET INK, INK TANK, ) 

INK-JET CARTRIDGE, INK : 

SUPPLY DEVICE, METHOD FOR ) 

INTRODUCING INK TO INK : 

TANK AND IMAGE RECORDING ) 

DEVICE : June 2,2003 


Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 


Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicants respectfully direct tfee Exaigner’s 

fU o 

attention to the documents listed below and on the enclosed Form PTO-1449. A.copy of 
each document so listed is enclosed. 
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U.S. Patent 5,657,891 
Europe 641,594 
Europe 646,465 
Europe 684,136 
Europe 803,364 
Europe 906,830 

These documents were cited during prosecution of a European patent 


application corresponding to the above U.S. application. A copy of the European Search 
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Report, which is dated April 22, 2003, is enclosed. In view of this date, it is hereby 
certified under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) that each document in this Information Disclosure 
Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this Statement. 

The Examiner is urged to study this information in its entirety and to form 
an independent determination of the materiality of the information to the claimed 
invention. Additionally, the Examiner is requested to indicate that this information has 
been considered by initialling the appropriate portion of Form PTO-1449. 

Applicants’ undersigned attorney may be reached in our Costa Mesa, 
California office by telephone at (714) 540-8700. All correspondence should continue to 
be directed to our address given below. 


Respectfully submitted, 



FITZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 10112-3801 
Facsimile: (212)218-2200 
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FORM PTO 1449 (mpcJBsd) 


P jc^sU.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
'Cs ' ‘ C .PATENT and trademark office 

VO, 

list of References cited by applicant(S) 

, „ (Use several sheets if necessary) 

JUH 0 3 2003 w 


















EXAMINER 


ATTY DOCKET NO. 

03500.015977 

APPLICATION NO. 

09/994,724 

APPLICANT 



SHINICHI SATO, et al. 

FILING DATE 


GROUP 

November 28, 2001 

2861 


DOCUMENT 

NUMBER 

DATE 

NAME 

CLASS 

SUBCLASS 

5,657,891 

8/19/97 

Bilani, et al. 

220 

256 


FILING DATE 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT 

NUMBER 

DATE 

COUNTRY 

641,594 

3/8/95 

Europe 

646,465 

4/5/95 

Europe 

684,136 

11/29/95 

Europe 

803,364 

10/29/97 

Europe 

906,830 

4/7/99 

Europe 


TRANSLATION 

YES/NO/ 

ORABSTRACT 


OTHER DOCUMENT(S) (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) f 








DATE CONSIDERED 


* EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy < 
form with next communication to applicant. 
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